THE TIOGA WALTZ

[Composed in 1841; published in 1896 |

This was Steﬁhen Foster’s first musical composition, composed in
1841, when he was just 14 years old. It was written originally for
four flutes, and was plaved at the commencement exercises of the
Athens Academy in Iﬁ-a ford County, Pennsylvania, where Stephen
was a student. Stephen himself pi; ed one of the flutes in this

performance. The name comes from Tioga Point, a beautiful land-

mark near the School, at the junction of the Susquehanna and
Chemung rivers,

The Tioga Waltz was not published until 1896, long after Stephen's
death, when Morrison Foster, Stephen’s brother, irought it forth

as part of his Biography of Stephen Foster. Thus it appeared 70
years after Foster’s birth.

It is amusing to think that the Waltz as a dance, had been castigated
by many Social Uplift Groups of the time for its lascivious character.

s Waltz is & far cry from a riotous picture of debauchery. It is
entirely innocent, and quite charming.
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